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A 
DISS-ERTATLON. 


DYSENTERY. 





D YSENTERY is a difeafe to which: Phyficianis have 
only of late years annexed precife. and accurate’ ideas: 
Every increafed difcharge from the inteftinal canal, of a 
morbid nature; and particularly if’ accompanied ‘with 
fome mixture of blood, was formerly confidered by Phys 
ficians as Dyfentery. Hippocrates himfelf feems to have 
confounded the terms Dyfenteria, Diarrhoea and Lienteria, 
and to have applied them rather to exprefs particular ftages 
of the fame complaint, than to have viewed them as dif» 
tinct and different difeafes.* 


About the middle of the prefent century, when Phy- 
ficians and Philofophers became ufefully engaged in invef- 


tigating 


ea, 
tigating the caufes of difeafes, with a view to their more 
effectual prevention and fuccefsful cure, the caufes of 
dyfentery were with more accuracy afcertained, as being 
produced by a fpecific contagion. Sir Joun Princte is 
among the firft whofe obfervations have tended to enlarge 
our-ideas on the nature of this complaint. 


Dyfentery, as defcribed by the moft refpectable writers 
in medicine,* is a difeafe which appears to be of only 
ene fpecies; and though it is fometimes accompanied 
with intermittent fever, with miliary eruptions, and is 
often attended with difcharges of worms and other matters 
from the inteftinal canal; yet thefe circumftances can 
only produce varieties of the fame difeafe. 


ovDoétor Curren: has ‘accurately ‘defined iyfentery by 
the “pea: secommrc tea seeks say sisi Yo 


cr 
Li 


dit Pprixiay carve ‘dejectiones frequentes, mucofae; 
vel ‘fanguinolentae;, retentis plerumque foecibus’ alvinie; 
——— tenefmus santo . 


g a 


* See Sydenham, fet. iv. chap, 3. Huxam de Aere, &c. ad. ann. 
1743. Cleghorn’s Difeafe‘of Minorca, chap. 5. ° Pringle’s Difeafe of the 
Army. Monro’s Difeafe of the Army, 1761. Zimmerman on the 
Dyfentery, 1765. 


t Culleni Synopfis Nofologie Methodicz. -- . - 


HISTORY 


/ 
: 


HISTORY OF THE DISEASE. — 


. DYSENTERY is commonly preceded by a fenfe of 
coldnefs, more or lefs laffitude, and pains of the head, 
back and loins, which are afterwards followed by increaf- 
ed heat—Thefe: fymptoms are fucceeded by pains in’ the 
bowels, about the region of the naval, which have been 
called by the Latins tormina—Thefe pains are accom- 
panied with a defire of evacuating the contents of “the 
inteftines; which is fometimes effected, attended with 
difcharges of mucus and more or lefs blood. After a 
few ftools, the difcharge becomes liquid and of a yellow 
or brown colour, with mucus, and fometimes pure blood, 
The foeces are then difcharged in nodes of hard lumps, 
called by authors fcybala, the freeing the inteftines from 
which commonly gives relief. | 


When the fymptoms firft.come on, they are often at- 
tended with naufea and vomiting, when a. matter of a 
green colour, and of a bilious nature, is ejected. ‘The 
patient complains of. great thirft and a difagreeable bitter 
tafte. The tongue is commonly covered with a whitith 
or yellow fcurf; fometimes it is brown, and in fome cafes 
black. The. patient has feldom. any appetite for food, 
and ufually complains of great proftration of ftrength 
In fome inftances the patient is very coftive in the be- 
ginning of the difeafe, and the abdomen is fwelled in 
confequence of its being diftended with wind, As the 

5 difeafe 


( 8) 


dlifeafe increafes, the patient is affected with miore fre: 
quent defires of evacuating the contents of the intef- 
tines, but without producing that effet. Subftances of 
a firm and compact texture, refembling pieces of. cheefe 
or fat, and even parts of the villous coat of the inteftines, 
are fometimes difcharged. ‘There is alfo a fluid, in aps 
pearance like pus, at times evacuated. Unlefs purgative 
medicines are adminiftered, it is rare that excrementitious 
matters are thrown out of the inteftines. 


The efforts to evacuate the contents of the inteftines 
are accompanied with tormina, tenefmus, and much pain; 
the patient having a fenfation as if the inteftines were 
compreffed and cut. Painful hamorrhoidal tumours are 
apt to take place in thofe who have .been previoufly af: 
feted with them. A prolapfus ani is alfo frequently 
produced, efpecially in young perfons. The urine is 
often difcharged with pain, difficulty, and a fenfe of 
heat. Food taken into the ftomach is frequently ejected, 
without having fuffered much change from the organs 
of digeftion; and in fome cafes the a& of deglutition 
has been followed by griping pains and tenefmus. The 
pulfe is frequent, but, except in thofe who are whi ro- 
a rarely hard or ftrong. 

The dyfenteric and febrile fymptoms. aré commonly 
increafed towards evening, but remit fomewhat towards 
morning. - Before this difeafe proves fatal, all the fymptoms 
become more fevere. ‘The tormina and dejeétions are fo 
frequent that the patient has fcarcely any intermiffion of 

pain. 
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painio Whatists! diftharged> fromthe! sities is, @E a 
very feetid\iature, and frequently involuntary! Tite pulfe, 
during this ftage, isfimallcand frequents the tonvue is: black 
and dry sictherthirftveryogveat, and every fyniptom of debi- 
lityshanifefts itfelfyfichoasi‘hiccough; cold! fweatsy: pale! 
nefs ofvthe’ face;:coldnefsiofi the éxtremities, difficult -de- 
elutitions!! andy:laftly; aphthadisi the mouthoand daaces; 
tw elling of the abdomen, involuntary difcharge of foeces 
and urine, delerium, and a ceflation of pain, are the fore- 
runners of death. With the above seferibed fymptoms, i in 
part or in concurrence, the difeafe continues an uncertain 
lengthloftimeod When the cotnpldinit is miild\e fometihes 
terinifiatés in? four ol five! days wheat indre! Seana 
tilsfourtéen of fifteén ‘days? atid fometimnes even later, °°" 
etiaq Ienteing oft bas $boastoids yllewemisterg ctsoo iol? 
ow Herne: dachesty ais lea waited Rind endl Ginptoms 
Sf teria, tévefifiud; aad "alvine exéretioh¥ are 1s fed 
qfoient thie “excretions mare? mataral Jefe" Ned NGI 
Blood ‘or ‘neds; and “bt oF! fel SdifipreedBle 4. HEN 
eS Rp Betite POY Pod ioonboniger tere is Tefs EhiAt,° ‘atid 
| the PRICHE hs ‘nord’ refrelliing Aedp! 9200 over! eonifios 

noporslaos 
In this difeafe, the pains which, in the bapthinisg, Oc- 
cupied the whole abdomen, feem, in its advanced ftate; to 
be more circumfcribedj jand) to; be confined to the infe- 
rior part ot the colon and beginning of the rectum. 
When the” ‘pains are vety fever’, ’ At conimonly happens 
that’ the’ Taal iiteftines are alfo’ affedted, “as: Big are a 
greater number of ferves diftributed:: atnong't them.” 


ba) | | 


» fas dyfenteries ufually:appearin, the, beginning of:au 
tiimn, the fever syhichoatténds)them! commonly :puts oma 
fynochits ,oroityphus..fornsé, ‘fometinies, .hoivever,, they 
are. combined: with» an bintermittent»or! remittent, fever. 
Dyfenteries have alfo;donictimes: appeared in}-thendpring 
and furnmer, ,and then-have hadfomeconnsttion:with: the 
difeales ishich: toe or ratte feafong of, the years!» 


ci lo se wdolio yrs iaylovaL comaobds odd io gcttio} 
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i emioiganyt b DISSECTIONS. .diseb to stoma 


‘slrsonu as coumitcoo stssttb of? ,somsiinomes ai. 1od10¢ 


“ON: examining -the, bodies of thofe whe have’ died: of 
dyfentery, ithe inferior parts.of, the colon and. tectum have 
been found.of a black colour, and.of.a putrid appearances 
their coats preternaturally Ge kened and the internal parts 
ulcerated Red puftules; refembling thofé;of, the {mallspox, 
have -heen, found,.in the, inner} coats, of . the inteftinesi# 
Schirrous:tumors have alfo been difgovered fometimes inthe 
colon, In almoft.all:cales in.which gangrene had not taken 
place so, any gneat degree, confiderable, portions of the large 
biteltines have been found affected, witha, ames 


conftridtion. + 


tot rit SIE 
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THE ata may. be mnifaken 3 ira 9 are 


PILAA) REBYA 


Phy fician, to ottblith the, proper diagnosis. Peles: ‘ili 


* * Pringle’s Difeafes of the Aumy, p. 246. 
“  Cullen’s Firft Lines, vol. ii, pe 294. pare 1077. 
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~ In diarrhoea there is no idiopathic fever, the tormina and 
tenefmus are lefs, violent, and the difcharges from the intef- 


tines are more datural. “Tndyfentery thé ‘tools lare more 
putrid, and mixed \ with more ieee is yi i PERRY 


Aa 9th yJ a! PIOIIS 
3 
obferved i in diarrhora, 4 
ui} a O32 DIbIOIID ¥ Htnsismut tom ybod sy 19 Vso 2EH 
2 ~y) ‘ 
} nolisg NOs ont IS¥ S5IC 
“Ip yfentery | is “difinguithed from, cholera iy lefs. copious 
mE ont li QK*S » 1D 
bilious vomitings. , ip cholera, the ftools ate large, and. 
IAW ColLIs) 


mixed with confiderable quantities ‘of bile, but rately any 
blood; t there i is no tenefmus, ‘and the fpafms of the mufcles 
of the legs, which are characteriftic of cholera, rarely take 
place i in Sylentery it muff alfo be obferved, that dyfentery 
is.a contagious difeafe, and t may be diftinguithed from gs 
complaints by it its prevailing as as an an epidemic. _ ue 
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_ THESE, may. be divided L into catia an 1d Pr soximate, 
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OREMOTR CAUSES. S19WO 2oOV19 


» THE, remote caufes may. be ¢ divided into, two kinds an 
i. pau as predifpofe perfons to this, difeate 508 Ly 


a4 72% 


are ‘already predifpofed.. iBone xt : 
The firft are called predifponent; ; the econdit deemional 


or exciting caufes—Thefe are now to be defcribed. 


PREDISPONENT 


( i } 


ba stirnitos 34% tovst oidtsqotbi'tr af otodtt codicil a! 


Asini 93 mot eo indotib scl bre Jnstory zis! ots aaass 


ou osPREDISPONENT CAUSES: 6.0 06) 


ee 


ftiw (ONT yrTt 


: ince rioN accor ing to Do or Bnown, is is 


that ftate of the body not fufficiently di feng to produce 


difeafe; but, by verging towers ie renders a perfon fufcep- 
FHI O bat rd ase! i iD 2: \VWaIsIns 
tible of the operafion of i ae fional c a exciting caurtes ' 
BtS O, PO! Y «€ LG 


This fate may b brought ton y al thofe catifes ast 
Rees debility of fe aD le {yt em, an ‘efpecially “of the 
: i ht 


th & ecEs rey Si 13 On ais oF “bool 


alimenta ary cand]. : 


‘o oiftitafisinda sus doidw zeal st to 
- 


Ls fe thre ey os Yap bs 
Phe — npbich debili tate th vi iytiem are eka 


ry {ive fortt {Jt rm ar Va 


too “great “fatigue, and depre! ing. _paffior ons of the mind, 
Fhefe alfo affe& the Nicht weit Te at and are 
known to have frequently interrupted digeftion, and ta 
have induced ficknefs, panlite and vomiting. 
CHET AD 
Tousicaioneeli> deuitalan tie fytem, Smal! quanti- 
ties" oF ‘fpititdous® ‘liqdd ois ate “Known tb “exhilarate the 1 fpi- 


rits, and to give vigour to the fyftem: but when taken in 
too great quantities, or often repeated, they diminifh the 


nervous power, aid Diih tihg, On fymptoms meee iity. 


Tisha wg AY "by sia the’ body to Pe 
tt ; 
pofes to’ “this” ‘lait pene’ “ai a ha have e “been 


much “expoied ‘and adtively employed in in be fina, de 
uve, taken with low paca towards autumn. A ect 
Ishonsoo0 .baeos) sdf stasnodtibe g bolles 4: Dak of T 
Bodtisteh sd oO) won ots stor Tastes . 
ai Seah ea aa 
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+ a Brown's! Elements of Medicine, 


| i a 

inGold, applied to thé body, efpecially at night or during 

fleep): ‘may: Sie asthe mop rere ela 

cxnttiofl this difeatey/ "9 91 ed oF nwors 

aunt PRAY enisibows ci lite vroy stort et oo scdeg | 
In warm climates, and in°this Gountry in autumn, it 

is very common for us to obferve confiderable viciflitudes 

of theat!and cold?in’ the’ {pace of twenty*four hours: A 

fmall‘change im’ the thermometer produces a great effet on 

the! body, ‘when! warm wor previoufly heated: “hence ‘cold,. 

applied to the body, appears to have different effects: 


FMBY debilitating the body, ite er to favour ‘the 


9 angi rites: oy ab ouftio 

~tib ¢ IM Bis siqa sq 4s ’ pays ef Ti “Fp if 
sib sinerunietel ‘the nasloniale tothe furface, it 
caufes'apreater determination to the inteftines ; andy odie 
“Sun weibns 2oq ily fae. Siod bak i238 to cifiioiv® rit 


3, By preventing the i RAaieegiddvtaitoteecéktons 
humours from the gl contributes to favour putrefcence 
ini the fy tern. mafiyt od? suinsdsow YO yesisotib evoiver'd 
allt of Otis * ‘bods hora error erst taeyoht! 


onheinsae i ci dieteecehieticne” Of cold Gi pre- 
difpofing the fyftem to the attack’ of ‘this’ difeafe, we may. 
readily conceive the reafons which have induced many 
Bhiyficians fo fappofe ‘cold to’ be'the otcafional or exciting 
caufe ofMdyfentery?” "When owe: refle® ‘that coldj:applied: 
to'the body “in the’winter, ° under certain? icireum flances; is’ 
the caufe of catarrh, and many other difeafes affetting: 
the thorax, it may have a greater! agency in producing 
fyfentery than is at prefent imagined. Cold, applied to 

JAWVORAGOG the 


( Eq ) 


the | feét,. is kriown tocaffed the inteftines,| infomuchs that 
it is often: prefcribed| taobviate great degrees.of ,conftipay 
tion. Cold is known to be the exciting ;caufe of diarrhea, 
and perhaps is more powerful in producing dyfentery, than 
— asa enh honey wii bine esieenife cicw fl 


rh 8 TOI OMAOD "OV ei 


I Sir sctect. one tik: ‘agit and, cold, poe the, 
morbid operation of each the more, powerful ;, and) hence! 
it may be,¢onfidered as reg with thefé.in afebng 
a predifpofition to-dyfentery..s » s/ wwbdd siz ot ballqqs 

- In: the latter part of .fummer. or, beginning: of autumn, 
there is much moifture in the atmofphere, in, confequence, 
of the fummer heat: it is then that people are much dif. 
pofed: fo contrat dyfenteries,.. efpecially)in- fleets and _ar- 
mies, where the foldiers\and dailors are: much: expofed :ta, 
the viciffitudes of heat and cold, from the peculiar fitya- 
tion in which: ee ae sit gaitcavetq ya ss 
% iS WUOV J 35%y bod of OT 2 awotgusf 

fpcevions difeates, be shai he iylt and derang: 
ing the different fundtions, predifpofe the body alfo to the 
operation of ‘eyerykind. of ;contagion,}.and.efpecially to 
that shih; ne ee ‘ods ot moftyt adi gadlodtib 
; : off, svigones Vii ibgst 

“Thefey “sha aha he ins which debilitate othe, fyftems) 
have: as -manifett: éffect, in, favouring /the, operation? ¢ of: sthe, 
o¢cafional or exciting: caufe' of; eee * we come; 
next to confider: |, ofto yusot Das. dristed . to Stusa arly 
eonrbe if] nt VONSOR. WARP -B te YEE wa xeon? 9h} 


t '? a 3 . - - - 
t+ poaos .bioD .benfoserd tasleta is at ose natyh 
- ‘ 7 - 


ont OCC ASIONAL 


th © - r - - 


> 7 
br COIS. bh 4S i} 40 ROW of aay ‘ £179sh.9 ay wey | ef 


sea AEE OR @ EXCITING CAUSE. 


10 BN occafional: or exciting: cote is only a voflible 
eaufe; ‘arid does not produce its effects unlefs'under certain, 
vircumiftaiiées. ° What thefé circumftances are; I fhall not 
pretend pofitively fo determine but they feem:to be thofe 
which are marked as eh ed a) i a 

rso siuise paizeqt s ecintod.& IB! 


A OY a me y 


sadn mesilate Dotter Conus nea sending ‘to dhe 
tagious, and by the sible of fuch alse chained 
pendent of cold or other exciting caufes, it becomes epi- 
demié in’ catiips and?other places. Itsis therefore to’ be 
doubted, if the application of cold:does. ever produce | the 
difeatey ‘unlefs' when the {pecific contagion has been ‘previ+ 
Oufly received into the body; and, upon the:' whole; >it is 
probable, ‘that @ fpecific contagionas tobe, confidered as 
saa the Fernote: caufe of this difeafe.?* vci be oN 


4 ¢ rf 
§ iO") as { @oiBoiiD afi DT (eLOU- : 


~’ But what the naturé of the contagion is :that pradant 
dyfentery,: ‘does ‘not fem to be perfectly cunderftood;. nor 
i3 it more eviderit'what are°the fourees of its aside F 

543% insiyb. to. estga, 9 eanil | 
) Ws dyfenteriés. are ¢ormonly. ambled fcitti enbedns 
snstsignstids aiid forictiies with intermittent: and remit. - 
tént fevers, it may bé doiibted whether the fever accom: 
panying dyfenteries does not arife from the fame caufes 
which eopluce thofe complaints, namely, marfh or hunian 
: effluvia ; 


* Cullen’s Firftt Lines, pare 1075.: 


{ 16 ) 


effluvia; and whether the local affection of the inteftines id 
not..owing toa, Jaorhid + determination, to. Ahefe parts, in 
confequence of the operation ‘of cold or other cati fes.* 
Tt is, however, -cerfainy that, fome,{pécies:) of ,cohtagion 
feem to affeét certain ‘parts of the-body in a, pecwliar man- 
er.” Thinsy:the. fkin\is affedted in- the fmall-pox and mea 
flesj:thé throat-in the, cynanche maligna, the lungs, in,the 
pertuffis, and the.tnembrana’ fneideriana in) the influenza; 
fo it may be, that a contagion of a fpecific nature may 
affect:the: inteftines in preference to, any/other part, though 
we are is Wesel pen with its nature or the made, of, its pro; 
ibis) pgeinoo rom) taueqiieassqoag addi of DMS. ges Oignt 


amped estos P e : r 
/ 4 a IG 


“The opinion that the febrile ie apts eos pe iy 
Dinceniid donot conftitute an original fever, or, one peculiar 
torthat difeafe, feems:probable from this cireumftance; that 
fometitnes the feversis of an intermittent form, ‘fometimes 
_ of a-remittent,:and at,others of afynochus or typhusinature, 
We do not find thefe-vatious kinds of fever, in fcarlatina, » 
meafles, fmall-pox, and other difeafes which arife from a 
fpecific contagion... It has been fuppofed by fome Phyfi- 
cians, that dyfenteriesare not produced from, contagion :f; 
this error. has arifen from. its being confounded with diarr+ 
hoea; and perhaps thofe cafes of dyfentery which are 
mentioned by Doétor CreGHorn,} Sir Joun PRingue,§ 
and others, to be combined with intermittent and remittent 
overs, have only been cafes of diarrhoea: inftead of dy fentery. 

yao) oodhy oil? mort stia ton “sto yh etl hee 


* Door Romayne’s M.S. Letures, 1797- 
+ Mofeley on Tropical Difeafes, ati. 

t Difeafe of Minorca. 
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~ Phofe who are but little acquainted with thé writings of 
many modern Phyficians, will readily difcover, that the 
hiftory of dyfentery is differently ftated by moft of them; 
and that'this difference can se be fettled by future obfers 
vations.» 





PROXIMATE CAUSE. 

- BY an attention to the feries of fymptoms which ufually 
attend dyfenteties; it is manifeft, that a confiderable’ part 
of their proximate caufe is connééted with afebrile 
difeafe, and that: this muft depend on thé fame circum; — 
ftances as the proximate caufe of fevers in general, which 
Door CurLtew:fuppofes to depend upon an atony and 
fpafm of:the extreme veffels. ‘There is no doubt: but:that 
the fymptoms of dyfentery pointout.a diminifhed energy 
of the nervous fyfteni and a tendency to putrefcence. 
Thefe are marked in the languof, ‘laffitude, ftate of the 
tongue, “ftomach, and the various funétions ‘of | the 
body. But there are another feries of fymptoms which 
are peculiar to dyfenteries, and upon which their prox- 
imate caufe more! immediately depends. Thefe have been 
varioufly confidered by Phyficians. I 

~ Dofor Curren is of opinion “that the proximate 
caitfe of dyfentery,” or at leaft the-chief part of the proxi- 
mate caufe, confifts in a preternatural conftriction of the 
colon, occafioning at the fame time, thofe fpafmodic ef- 


forts: which are sii in feveré gripings; and which efforts, 
i _ propagated 
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propagated downwards, occafion there the re mucous 
{tools and tenefmus.* 


\ 


It is certain, that.many of the fymptoms which are 
characteriftic of dyfentery, are beft explained upon. thefe 
principles; fuch as the formation of the fcybala, and their 
yetention in the inteftines, notwithftanding the efforts to 
have them ejected. The mucous commonly. difcharged in 
this difeafe is owing to an abrafion of the internal coats of 
the inteftines, which are generally covered:with it in confi- 
derable quantities; and it is not improbable but that in this 
difeafe, there isa morbid fecretion of it. ‘The appearance 
of the blood with the mucous may be! readily explained; 
from a.rupture'of fome of the f{maller blood-veffels, and 
perhaps. from a dilatation of their mouths. The. latter of 
thefe Sir:Joun Prince fuppofes. frequently. to happen, 
He likewife obferves, that ‘‘ ftreaks of blood’-appearing 
among the matter voided, ‘‘ denote the opening of fome 
of the {mall veffels at the end of the retum,. but a more 
intimate mixture is a fign that the blood comes from a 
higher fource.”-+ 


Some have fuppofed the proximate caufe of dyfentery to 
depend upon inflammation;{ but inflammation is rather 
the natural effect of much fpafmodic effort, than the caufe. 
Hence we may) confider inflammation, and its -confe- 
quences, ulceration and gangrene, to be more the effects of 
f{pafm than the caufe of it. +f “ 

3 Others 
* Firft Lines, vol. ii. par. 1078. 


‘} Pringle’s Difeafes of the Army, p. 228, 
tT Anderas Mitchel’ s Inaug. Differtude Pires Edinb. 1789, 
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Others have fuppofed a redundancy of bile,| and an 
increafed acrimony of it, to be the caufe of dyfentery ;* 
but, if much bile be generated in the courfe of dyfenteries, 
it appears to be/an effect of the operation of fome of the 
remote caufes. A morbid fecretion, and perhaps an acri-« 
mony of the bile, may occafion cholera and diarrhoea; but 
‘I cannot fuppofe that it can produce dyfentery. | 


: Many have imputed the immedjate caufe of dyfentery 
to the eating’a great quantity of fruit; but this isa vulgar 
error. From obfervations now made, it is manifeft that 
fruits have'na effect in producing this difeafe; and ripe 
fruits are among the beft remedies to obviate the ‘complaint. 
It is a remark made: by authors in general, that dyfenteries 
appear more prevalent in thofe years in which there is leatt 
fruit.t From this it would appear, that they have rather 
a tendency to prevent the coming on of the difeafe. 


© Worms ‘have likewife been fuppofed to produce this 
complaint, whichis alfo a vulgar error. — Living ‘ani- 
malculez have been fuppofed to produce this difeafe. In 
the Amoenitates Academiz, theré’is a curious differtation on 
this fubje&, where the author attempts to prove, that 
living fmall animalculaz, lodged in: the:inteftines, are» the 
-caufe of dyfentery;{ but as we have no evidence of thefe, 
we muft confider the theory as merely an hypothefis, or 
the chimera of a fanciful imagination. - 
* Zimmerman on the Dyfentery, ch. 2. 


+ Pringle’s Difeafes of the Army. Monro’s Difeafes of the Army, Sas 
} Amenitates Academiz, vol. v. differt. 2. 
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PROGNOSIS. 
THE fymptoms from which the probable event of dy- 
fentery can be forefeen, may be divided into thofe which 


form the febrile part of the difeafe, and into thofe which 
conftitute the affection of the inteftines. . 


A violent fever alyyays portends danger, from the effec 
it has on 'the fyftem at large; and it may caufe the local 
affection of the inteftines to terminate in gangrene.’ When 
the difeafe is accompanied with much debility,.and want of 
energy in the fyftem, as manifefted in the ftate of the dif- 
ferent functions, it evinces great danger; and the danger will 
bein proportion to the degree of debility which prevails. 


A tendency to putrefcence in the fyftem, is an index of 
danger, efpecially when petechiz, vibices, &c. appear on 
the furface of the body, aphtha: in the mouth and fauces, 
and-when the tongue has'a black appearance, 


» It can hardly be faid, that dyfentery:isinany flage with» 
out {ymptoms of danger; and it is only-by proper remedies; - 
timely: adminiftered, that the difeafe proves to havea fa: 
vourable termination, | : 


When the heat of the body is not confiderable, the thirft 
snot great, the ftools copious, and: not very. frequent, the 
fkin moift, the urine natural, and no way obftructed, it is 
probable that the difeafe will end favourably, and more efpe- 

cially 
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cially if the foeces become more natural, if there is P defire 
‘for food, and,if the pulfe is moderate. | 


The fymptoms arifing from the affection of the intef: 
tines denoting danger, are violent tormina, a great and 
frequent defire of evacuating the contents of the inteftines, 
without that effect, and an inability of receiving injeGions 
from a {pafmodic aifection of the re€tum;.and laftly, the 
returning of injections almoft immediately in thofe cafes 
where they could be received. 





METHOD OF CURE. | 


» DYSENTERY is a difeafe which demands the particular 
attention of a Phyfician. Nature, which, on many occa- 
fions, exerts herfelf to cure difeafes, affords but little relief 
in this. Inthe treatment of dyfentery, fome indications of 
cure are pointed ont, and which ought to be purfued, pay- 
ing attention to the patient’s conftitution,; and the feafon of 
the year in which the difeafe occurs. Thefe indications 
we are now to note: | ah 
1. To evacuate the contents of the ftomach and intef- 
tines. : | 
2. To relieve the febrile fymptoms, and ‘to alter the 
determination from the inteftines. | 

3. To fupport the ftrength of the patient, and obviate 
the tendency to putrefcence in the fyitem; and, 

4. To diminifh the irritability of the inteftines, and 
yeftore their tone, 

Such 
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* Such is the importance of attending to the firft indica: 
tion, that many medicines, which have the power ‘to’ 
fulfil it, have been confidered by Phyficians as fpecifics 
in the cure of this difeafe. ‘The particular medicines we 
come next to confider. 


In fome cafes, before the medicines are adminiftered 
to fulfil the firft indication, it may be neceflary to take 
away eight or ten ounces of blood, which will often render 
the purgative and emetic medicines more fafe and effica- 
cious.* But it muft be remarked, that blood-letting 
fhould be practifed with caution, as the tendency of dyfen- 
tery is to produce debility. Dyfenteric cafes occuring’ in 
the {pring or. beginning of fummer, generally bear blood- 
letting better than thofe which occur, in the fall or latter 
end of fummer. 


Ipecacuanha is 4 medicine well adapted for all the pur- 
pofes of-full vomiting, and therefore. may, be adminiftered 
with advantage in dyfenteries in their firft ftages. Given in 
{mall dofes, it is alfo purgative, and may. be faid to favour 
a determination to the furface of the body. . Such, indeed, 
have, been the good effects of ipecacuanha, that it has 
been confidered by Phyficians as a fpecific; but from what 
I have juft mentioned, its mode of operating muft'be ob- 
vious. Lote 


The 


* The cafes in which blood-letting appears to be particularly indicated 
are thofe in which the pulfe is full, hard and ftrong, and where an evident 
inflammatory diathefis appears in the fyftem. Sometimes, however, 
where the pain is violent, it will be neceffary to bleed, though the pulfe 
may be weak and contra€ted. Doétor Monro has obferved, that in fuch 
cafes the pulfe, after bleeding, becomes fuller and ftronger. 
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\ The chief objeétion to the ufe of ipecacuanha ts, that it. 
is very apt to operate as an emetic when given in fmall dofes, 
and by that means prevent our obtaining its purgative 
effects, which are moft required to evacuate the contents of 
the inteftines. 


The preparations. of antimony are now preferred to every 
other, medicine in the cure of this difeafe; and of the various 
preparations in the difpenfatories, the tartar-emetic mutt 
be preferred. In tartar-emetic, the antimony is combined 
with an acid which renders its operation more certain and 
active, when taken into the ftomach, and when it pafiés 
into. the. inteftines, more effectually purgative: for. this 
reafon it is the preparation in moft common ufe. 


Tartar-emetic may be given in fuch dofes as to effeé& 
full vomiting when requifite, or it may be adminiftered in 
dofes fo as to prove cathartic. When the tartar-emetic is 
intended to aé& as an emetic, it fhould be given in largé 
dofes, and at fhort intervals: when it is ‘intended to a& as 
a purgative, it ‘fhould be given at long intervals, and in 
{mall dofes. ‘This medicine, befides the effects juft men- 
tioned, relaxes the fyftem, and determines to the furface 
of the body: hence it relieves the febrile difpofition, and on 
this account, it is a medicine of great efficacy in the cure 
of this complaint, as has been juftly obferved by the cele- 
brated Monfieur Sznac, phyfician to the armies of France 
in the reign of Lous the fifteenth. 


The other antimonial medicines which are given in 
dyfentery, are thofe in which the reguline parts are un- 
combined 
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combined with an acid, as in the’ James’s powder, and glafs 
of antimony. The James’s powder proves more certainly 
' purgative, and determines more to the fkin than the tartars 
emetic, as is evident from the nature and. operation of the 
medicine. “The glafs of antimony has been commonly 
employed, combined with wax; but this is a ufelefs addi- 
tion, for the activity and value of the medicine depend on 
its meeting with an acid in the ftomach, and there forms 
ing a kind of tartar-emetic: but as. this is the worft prepa- 
tation of aDLEMONY, it is now feldort a : 


When emetic medicines are given, fmall quantities of an 
infufion of camomile Howers fhould be drank occafion= 
ally after thé vomiting has been produced, to prevent painful 
{pafmodic affeétions.of the ftomach. . 

The next. clafs of su a which may be ed to: ‘evae 
cuate the contents of the. inteftines, and which we now 
come, to notice, .are thofe called more ftriGly purgative. 
Of thefe, the neutral falts are. thofe moft_ commonly em- 
ployed, fuch as Glauber’s falts, Epfom’s falts, and, chryftals 
of tartar. . The falts fhould be diffolved in a fufficient 
quantity of water, and given in divided dofes, until free 
difcharges are produced. The falts may alfo be combined 
with fome other medicines. Doétor Morro highly re- 
commends a combination of falts, manna and oil;* but the 
moft ufeful combination to the two firft of thefe medicines 
is that of an antimonial: thus, Glauber’s falts, manna and 
tartar-emetic, combined in folution, make a convertient 


® Monro’s Difeafes of the Army. 
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and efficacious mixture, which may; be given in divided 
dofes, until the patient have free difcharges, and is relieved 
from the tormina or griping pains: 


Caftor oil,* tamarinds in decoétion, and medicines of this 
nature, have alfo been ufed with fuccefs.t Rheubarb, jalap 
and aloes are the leaft proper purgatives: when given in 
powder, they are apt to produce too great irritation; com- 
bined with fpirits, in the form of tinctures, they are equally 
objectionable: for thefe reafons they are not ufed by the moft 
fkilful practitioners at the prefent day. | 


Under the head of purgatives, muft alfo be confidered 
injections thrown into the inteftines. Animal broths, mild 
mucilaginous mixtures of ftarch or gum-arabic, are the moft 
proper: thefe fhould be injected in confiderable quantities, 
with the occafional addition of caftor or common oil; and 
when there is much pain, injections may be ufed combined 
with laudanum, ora folution of opium.t Thefe are alfo 
highly proper to relieve the tenefmus, which is often one of 
the moft troublefome fymptoms.. Anodyne injeétions have 
likewife a good effect in preventing the prolapfus ani; but 
when this occurs, it fhould be remedied by aftringent appli- 
cations, combined with fomething of an. anodyne - nature. 
When the topical affection is very great, and there appears 

dD Oe, danger 


* Caftor oil is frequently naufeous to patients, and will fometimes 
occafion vomiting; to prevent which, a {mall quantity of fpirits of laven- 
der may be added. 

+ Under this head muft be referred mutton fuet and animal broths, 
which have all a laxative effect. 

} In throwing in injections, great care fhould be taken that it be done 
in a gradual and eafy manner, for, if not, they may havea tendency t@ 
increafe the irritability of the parts, and confequently the difeafe, 
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danger of gangrene, injeétions of the infufion or decoction 
of the Peruvian bark, finely filtered, fhould’be ufed every’ 
three or four hours, or according as the cafe may require. - 


The effects of the’ medicines which we have juft men- 
tioned; are commonly fuch as not only relieve the topical 
complaints of the ftomach and inteftines, and evacuate their 
contents, but alfo diminith very much the febrile fymptoms 
for this‘reafon they fhould ‘be oecafionally ‘continued 
throughout the treatment of the difeafe.: 

The fecond indication of cure which I have given, and 
to which we fhall now attend, is that of relieving the febrile 
fyriptoms and altering the determination from the inteftines. 

The febrile fymptoms are to be treated according to their’ 
nature, as they are attended with more or lefs excitement if 
the fy ftem. In moft cafes it will be requifite to employ the 
antiphlogiftic regimen, excepting the application of ¢old; 
which, by obftru ting the determination tothe furface of the 
body, may be injurious.’ The tenfion of the arterial fyfteni 
may be much diminifhed by thofe means mentioned to fulfil 
the firft indication; and as part of the proximate caufe of the 
difeafe'is that of the fever} antimonial and’ other’ remedies 
which are difpofed: to determine to the furface, fhould: be 
employed as circumftances may dire¢t. 

In the courfe of the fever, when the inteftines have been 
Fully y difcharged, it may, in many cafes, be neceffary to at- 
tad more particularly to the cure of the difeafe, when fti- 

, mulants 
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mulants and tonics may be ufed, {uch as good Wine atid: the 
beft Peruvian bark. .Wine may be given in any form that 
may be agreeable to the patient; but it requires fome cir- 
cumfpection i in adminiftering the bark, which ought never 
to be'viven in fubftance where the ftomach or inteftines are 
difeafed, 43 "the powdered bark,° however finely prepared, 
may produce i irritation from its mechanical ation. © The 
moft proper preparation of ‘thé bark is the cold” (si Aa 
see bikgae: ri dae ae way na ha isgobod: 
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In thofe cafes of dy fetter ia ihe the fever puts on 3 
yemittent: or intérdiittent form, itis” very neceflary to’ be 
more free in the’ ‘ufe of the infufion of the bark, ‘to: prevent 
thé return of ‘the paroxy fin. #°° Where this treatment’ has 
been purfued, the | “good ervea'y which have refulted’ Me ify 
its proptiety. N ; 


VOCS » ae 


lee aaerigy of-fevérs, in dyfentery, to thofe ofa typhus 
nature, andthe tendency of the fyftem to putrefcenice, are 
fo be obviated by due attention to cleanlinefé, as ‘changing 
frequently the bed-clothes and body-linen of the fick! The 
air of the Patient's apartment fhould be particularly attended 
to; free véntilation fhould be hfed, and if this cannot be 
properly performed, branches of trees or fhrubs may be 
placed in the room during the day with good effet, 25 they 
abforb the mephitic air and emit what is pure: The air of the 
apartment may likewife be rendered purer, or at leaft more 
agreeable, by having the floor fprinkled with vinegar, or hav- 
ing different aromatic fubftances burnt inthe room. Great 

r care 


#* Cleghorn’s Difeafes of Minorca, and Lind en thofeof Warm Climates. 
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care fhould be taken that all excrementitious matters be re 
‘moved as foon as poffible, for ‘they are the chief’ fource of 
the sage? of the air. 


Petlacti ina to the nee of the body in fevers, is well 
calculated to take off the fpafm from the extreme veffels, 
which conftitutes a part of their proximate-caufe. But, in 
the cure of dyfentery, it is of very great confequence to re- 
lieve the local affection of the inteftines.. For this purpofe, 
the furface of the body fhould be kept warm when antimo- 
nial medicines are adminiftered, to caufe them to determine 
to the furface, while at the fame time they, may evacuate the 
contents of the ftomach and inteftines. Small dofes of lau- 
danum may be added to the antimonial medicines after proper 
evacuations, to favour their operation in determining to the 
furface. Upon the fame principle, bliftering and warm, bath; 
ing or fomentations to the abdomen, may be employed, 
efpecially when the local affection is any. way confiderable, 
and attended with violent pains. Doétor Moszxey, in, his 
Treatife on Tropical Difeafes and on the Climate of the 
Weft-Indies, fully illuftrates , this ; practice ;*. and. other 
writers of eminence juftify the fame opinion, which, indeed, 
feems confonant to reafon and the nature of the difeafe. 


The third’indication which I have mentioned, and td 
which we come now to pay our attention, is to fupport the 
firength of the patient, and obviate the tendency. to putre- 
fcence in the fyftem., 


Contagious 
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Contagious difeafes “of all kinds: have a great effect on 
the nervous fyftem, in inducing. a {tate of debility; but 
this is particularly the cafe with that which: produces dy- 
fentery: therefore, fuch medicine and diet fhould be admi- 
niftered, as may beft tend to obviate the éffeéts of the con- 
tagion. Wine, in proper quantities, good animal broths, 
and the Peruvian bark, are beft calculated for this purpofe. 
When broth is employed, care fhould be taken that all the 
tatis removed. | Salep and fago may alfo be given, accord- 
ing to circumftances: they form, with water, a pleafant 
mucilaginous drink, well adapted to perfons labouring un- 
der'this complaint.’ Ripe fruits of all kinds, but efpecially 
thofe of a fub-acid nature, may likewife be given: they 
have been known to be of great fervice in obftinate cafes 
of the difeafe, where other remedies had been ufed without 
fuccefs.* 


-Itis unneceffary to repeat the direCtions already propofed 
to;obviate the tendency to putrefcence in this complaint, 
as the means have been mentioned in the treatment requifite 
to relieve the febrile fymptoms. | 


The fourth and laft indication which I have given, and 
which we come now to confider, is that of diminifhing the 
irritability of the inteftines, and reftoring their tone. 


Every part of the human body becomes much more 
irritable when inflamed; and this is efpecially the cafe in 
the 


* Zimmerman on Dyfentery. Pringle’s Difeafes of the Army. Mon- 
zo’s Difeales of the Army. 
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the inteftines, where) there are a.confiderable number; of 
nervous papillz. . To obviate an irritable {tate of the intef- 
tines, is of much peers inthe cure of ,dyfentery..:/; 
. a0 abisip thimobiestys, we make ufe of mucilginous and 
anodyne medicines. 

MOGI T at i sy aie «~ avis a GT 1s 
Gum tragacanth; ‘in the form of mucilage, is |faid:te 
allay. the irritation of the inteftines; but pethaps..it does. 
it. only. in an. indire& way, namely,, -by.-fheathing the 
coats of the inteftines, and preventing their being irritated 
by the acrimony. which’ is-frequently generated in ‘them. 
Gum-arabic, -ftarch, and flour long ‘boiled and formed 
into mucilages, have the fame good effect. . But the moft 
ufeful medicines for this purpofe, are opiates, given in 
fome form or other; fometimes combined with aromatics 
and aftringents, and at other, times not. The forms in 
which it is combined with aromatics, aré the theridcs of 
the difpenfatories: thofe in which aftringents are combined, 
are the compound powder of bole, and the {pecies aromatica, 
&c. Thefe preparations have at times good effects; but 
in the beginning of the difeafe care ought to be taken not 
to adminifter medicines which will counteraét the full dif- 
charge from the inteftines; and therefore, when opiates are 
employed internally, they are fafeft when combined with 
ipecacuanha or tartar-emetic. In this way their bad effeéts 
on the ‘different fecretions are prevented. They may be 
alfo combined with calomel. 


Opiates 
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» Opiates may alfo.be employed externally, either in ‘the 
form of a plaifter to the abdomen, or in fomentations. . For 
this laft purpofe, the heads of poppy may be ufed to make 
a ftrong decoction, and this deco¢tion applied in the form 
of a fomentation, three or four times a day, | to the abdomen, 
ai the fpace of one or two hours. 


ge A temperate aN fhould always be obtained if 
pofiible; cold fliould be-avocided, as it is apt to caufe a con- 
tinuance of the difeafe, from its producing a determination 
to the inteftines, and often counteracting the moft powerful 
remedies which can be employed. The patient’s cloathing 
muft be of a warm kind; perhaps wearing flannel next to 
the {kin would be the beft means of keeping up a conftant 
determination to the furface of the body, and. of prevent; 
ing, in a great meafure, the bad effects which might arife 
from any fudden viciffitude of weather to which the patient 
may be expofed. | 
Aftringent and anodyne medicines may alfo be ufed to 
reftrain the difcharges from the inteftines. The confectio 
japonica of the New Edinburgh Difpenfatory, is a very 
proper and ufeful compofition, as it contains fome of the 
_ more powerful aftringents. combined with aromatics, as the 


gum kino and fuccus japonicus. The cortex granatorum, 
querci, lignum campechence and its extract, rad. Columb. 


alumen, and other aftringents, may be alfo ufed with ad- 
vantage. The fimarouba bark has likewife been confidered 
as very efficacious, and has been ufed by feveral phyficians : 


but others confider it of very little efficacy; though it is 
faid 
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faid to have fucceeded in fome very obftinate cafes, where 
more powerful aftringents had failed. 


It only remains for me now to mention the means to be 
employed by. convalefcents after the difeafe, and the means 
to prevent the fpreading of the contagion. ‘With regard ta 
the firft, due attention fhould be paid to regimen, diet and 
exercife; and with refpect to the fecond, the moft proper 
means to obviate the effects of the contagion, is to avoid 
thofe caufes which we have marked as predifpofing the 
habit to this complaint, and to avoid the: Recalitnias or exs 
citing caufe. 


The limits to which a differtation of this kind is iy 
confined, forbid my enlarging further on the ES 

















